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Movie. Ask HN: Re-writing from scratch vs. rewriting in a different

language - kjhughes I wanted to learn to program a little, so I started a
little side project. It's just a simple trie that can be used to parse a field of
strings. I also added in a pretty slow hash table so that I can use the trie
to find words in the field of strings that have been submitted by users.

There was never any intention to make it multi-threaded or distributed, so
I didn't worry about optimizing that aspect. And it was really satisfying to
write this thing in java, since I'm just learning java.I've gotten quite far
with the java version, but I'm just not happy with it. It seems brittle, in
that I make significant changes to the code, and those changes don't

always retain the functionality that I had originally designed. I'm trying to
find resources and advice to help me figure out where I went wrong, but I

just don't seem to find good advice, which always tells me something
important about how we think about these things. We seem to

conceptualize "write code that does not change" with "hard-code
everything" when in fact it is really a much more nuanced process. We
clearly don't do this in real life, and so I'm really trying to understand

what is really behind this admonition. I'm not even sure it's as meaningful
a mantra for people making "real life
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